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Defensible Space                    

What is defensible space?
Å5ŜŦŜƴǎƛōƭŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

line defense against wildfire. Creating and 
maintaining defensible space dramatically 
increases your homes chance of surviving a 
wildfire and improves the safety of 
firefighters defending your property.  

Improved properties:                                                                                    

ÅMaintenance of a 30 foot defensible space 
around all buildings and structures. 

ÅRemove dead or dry leaves and pine needles 
from your yard, roof and rain gutters. 
Remove dead tree limbs within 10 feet of 
chimney.

Why Defensible Space? 
Å In case of wildfire, to provide safety to 

firefighters trying to save your house.

ÅFailure to provide adequate defensible space 
may result in firefighters being unwilling to 
attempt to protect your house due to safety 
reasons.



Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof and 
rain gutters. Remove dead tree limbs within 10 feet of chimney.

Example of roof requiring clearing of 
debris. Example of roof clear of debris



Get started                      Continue your Efforts

ÅThe first 30 feet immediately around your home is 
critical!! 

ÅRemove all dead vegetation (grass, leaves, pine 
needles, etc.) from yard, roof and rain gutters.

ÅTrim trees to keep branches at least 10 feet from 
other trees.

ÅLimb trees to a height of 6 feet or 1/3 of the tree 
height for trees under 18 feet. 

ÅRemove dead tree branches above the roof. Keep 
branches 10 feet from the chimney.

ÅRelocate wood piles to 30 feet from structure.

ÅRemove or separate flammable plants, especially 
near windows. 

ÅSeparate flammable possessions from trees and 
shrubs.

Å The reduced fuel zone is 30 feet to 100 feet (if 
your property allows) from your home and all 
structures on the property. This area requires less 
vegetation removal, but should still be void of 
fuels around trees and heavy accumulations of 
surface fuels.  

ÅCut annual grass down to maximum of 4inches.

ÅCreate horizontal and vertical spacing between 
shrubs, plants and trees.  

ÅCreate vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and 
trees. Providing a minimum of 6 feet clearance. 
Large trees do not have to be removed as long as 
all of the plants beneath them are removed. This 
eliminates a vertical fire ladder.

ÅRemove Flammable ground material. Less than 3 
inches in depth may be kept for erosion control.



Unimproved parcel 

Cleared of excessive fuel load
Reduced fuel load and thinned out 
vegetation



The first 30 feet immediately around your home is 
critical!! 

Example of defensible space
Example of hazardous vegetation in the 
defensible space area.


